Reflecting on my choice to When looking for jobs that [ want in the art world after
move fo Galuway graduation in the fall, [ discovered that peruging a post graduate
Y Y degree would be beneficial to getting employment. Luckily [ wag

in a pogition to explore optiong for schools internationally and
-Emily Noe had narrowed down my selection to 5 gchools between the UK
and [reland before finally deciding on NUI Galway. One of the
main factorg in thig decigion wag Galway receiving the statug of
European Capital of Cufture 2020 and the opportunities that

- provideg for people to really see the city and experience the art

and culture through an entire program of evente. After looking

G around the galway2020.ie website, it wag good to gee just how
el many people are involved in planning something of thig scale and

all the different roles you can have within the organization and it
really opened my mind up to the opportunities available for thoge
in the art indugtry that [ had not congidered previougly.

“TEE LANDSCAPE IS A DEEP WELL OF CULTURAL BERITAGE AND INSPIRATION. ECONGRIC FORCES BAVE LED
TO A DESERVION OF LARCE VRACTS OF LAND AND VEE DEPOFULATION OF SHALLER TOWNS AND VILLAGES.

AN $@, TEE ROLE OF TUE LANCSCAPE (AS BECORE UNCERTAIN — FART NUSEUN ARTEFACT, FART TGURIST
TRALL.
OeR INEABITED ISLANDS ARE BORE TO 10,000 PEOFLE GR E67% OF ISLAND DWELLERS IN IRELAND. VEEY ARE

UNIQUE CONRUNITIES WITEH ANCICRY CULTURES.”
= WHAKING Waves FacE & seeriow 1.1.5
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taken from the Clac
The proposal places a significant emphagis on the
landscape and weather ag opportunity engage
with the what makes [reland go unique and to see
art gelectiong from [righ artigte, which wag very
exciting for me ag gomeone who had never been
to [reland before. My dad wag in the navy for 2
years and [ wag raiged with a love for the sea g0
having the opportunity to study in a place where
the proximity to the water ig a major part of the
culture ig amazing.




Thig ig not the experience [ thought | would be receiving when |
applied in April of thig year and ite not the educational experience
that [ anticipated when [ received my acceptance three days before

the global shutdown in March. [t could be eagy to get distressed and
wonder if now wag really the right time to come to another country
but [ have been choosing to focus on the unique opportunities living

in Galway gives me even in the midst of a pandemic.

[n a world without a pandemic, | would be able to
eagily travel throughout reland and Europe and
really be able to take advantage of being in this
country but even though that’s not posible right
now, there ig plenty to be geen in Galway.
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‘Taking the time every dag to ‘ﬁe’r out of the
houge and walk around makeg me feel

4 . grounded and connected to the city. 3™
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fFreminde me that [ do live here and thie ie

an actual experience that 'm having, not .

juet an abetract idea that | had talked about 4
but didn’t know if it,would actually happen. 2
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[ am an artigt, my educational background ig in art, [ take frequent
tripe to major cities all of the eagt coagt of the United States
gpecifically to gee art and vigit mugeumg, and coming to Galway i
the perfect way to gee art and culture from a place where [ have

familial tieg and develop my own connection to Ireland. ’
The city is full of interesting
architecture and beautiful views that
make for an abundance of creative
ingpiration.




Mirror Pavillion by artigt John Gerrard wag one of the ingtallations that [ wag mogt
excited about geeing when [ moved to Galway. [ had gpent a few yearg during my
undergraduate studieg interning for my sculpture professor and we made large
pieces that were ingtalled on the historical Rail Trail that run through Pennsylvania,

the focug which wag related directly to the culture of farming and ceycling that ie
very pregent in the community. Having had that experience, [ wag really interested
in Gerrardg intentiong to create a large piece that interacted with it surrounding
through the reflectiong on the mirror gides ag well ag the LED screen side that
playe a video. | am fortunate enough to live in an apartment on The Long Walk and
one of the firet thinge | eaw on my firet walk into the city when [ arrived wag the
Mirror Pavilion and it wag striking. The sun wag ghining and the mirrorg caught
the lighte reflected the sky and water of the river in a way that had me immediately
walking over to the Claddagh to take a cloger look.

7 g John Gerrard’e Mirror Pavillion, Corn Work
Photo: Colm Hogan, giafie 3

Ag part of the Waking Waveg proposal they define the success of Galway’s time ag a

Capital of Culture by gaying “The ultimate arbiterg of our succesg will be the citizens
of Galway and Europe whoge holigtic perceptions of euccess will be defined by the
positive and enduring influence of the programme on their liveg and the liveg of
othere.”. [n that genge, the installation wag a huge success becauge it ig intriguing and

promoteg interaction while calling for the viewer to congider the way in view the
landscape around them. The installation really does stay with you ag well, [ have told
everyone back home about thig piece in particular because it wag such a beautiful thing
to gee after coming out of my two week travel igolation.
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One of the places on my “must vigit” ligt while [ am here are the Aran [glande
and luckily my roommates and [ were able to make a day trip over to [nig Mor
the other day and it wag beautiful.

- The iglandg are mentioned throughout the bid propogal
ag prime example of [righ culture that hag been well
pregerved due to their igolation. The first gpoken
language on the igland ig Irigh and the landscape ig
almogt completely undeveloped which makesg you feel
like you are stepping into an [reland from old books and
posteards. [t’e a really unique experience for someone
from the eagt coagt of the Stateg where the land had
been developed to the point of loging most of what

made it o interesting in the firgt place.

A gmall blesging of the limited travel with the
pandemic ig that we went though most of the day on
the igland without being surrounded by geeing more

than just a handful of other touriste. [t gave ug a rare
opportunity to take pictures of the cliffe and embrace
the natural beauty without having other people
gtanding in the way. The history and age of the
atructures on the igland, like Dun Aonghaga and the
Poll na bPeigt{worm hole), were fageinating to take in
and [ feel go lucky to have been able to make the trip.
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THIS TIME SPENT IN IRELAND IS ONEXPECTED AND UNPRECEDENTED BUT IT IS ALSO A TIME FOR
EXPLORATION AND CREATIVITY. THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A TIME IN MY LIFE WHERE | COULD DEDICATED
SO MUCH TIME TO JUST LEARNING AND EXPLORING THE WORLD AROUND ME SO I'M TRYING TO
EMBRACE EVERY MINUTE OF IT AND NOT GET TOO CAUGHT OP IN THE NEGATIVITY OF THE PANDEMIC. |
COULD HAYE STAYED HOME, POSTPONED MY ENROLLMENT, OR JUST DONE REMOTE STUDIES FROM
CONNECTICUT BUT THERE ARE SO MANY AMAZING THINGS TO SEE IN [RELAND EVEN WITH THE
RESTRICTIONS THAT | AM VERY THANKFUL THAT | CHOSE TO MAKE THE MOVE.




